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1. Country/region 


Czech Republic

2. Name of Adhering Organization (IUGS National Committee if one exists):

Czech National Geological Committee (CNGC)

3. Name and address of person preparing report
Mgr. Veronika Štědrá, Ph.D.,

Chairman

Czech Geological Survey

Klarov 3, 118 21 Prague 1, CZ

veronika.stedra@geology.cz 

RNDr. Radek Mikuláš, CSc.

Secretary 

Geological Institute of Czech Academy of Science

Rozvojová 269, 165 00 Praha 6 - Lysolaje

mikulas@gli.cas.cz
4. Status of the IUGS National Committee - a committee 
5. Number of people on  Committee or body for IUGS  - 10
6. Number of meetings in 2012 :  2 

7. Major scientific activities, e.g.,  congresses, symposia, workshops, courses (name, place, date) 

The most important event of this year, the International Geological Congress held in Brisbane, was an excellent occasion for presentation of results of the work of the 22 geoscientists from the Czech Republic. One symposium on Geoethics was lead by Dr. Václav Nemec whose general contribution to the topic was appreciated by constituting a new International association on geoethics - IAGETH, and by appointing Dr. Nemec the chairman. 

Another two symposia in the IGC 2012 were co-convened by the Czech colleagues: "Geoscience spatial data infrastructure" and "Nuclear energy and waste disposal"; and several Czech participants took part in the post-conference field trips.  

Three Czech representatives visited the ICGC 40 Anniversary celebration in the UNESCO Palace, Paris (Vladislav Babuska, Veronika Stedra and Anna Vymazalova), the event was attended also by members of the Czech UNESCO office.
Other international projects and activities

The project under the GEOSS framework continued in the CGS mostly processing new geochemical, socio-economic and remote sensing data from African and Bohemian territories. The initiative is related to another large IT-oriented project African-European Georesources Observation System (AEGOS), that after closing the first stage continues under co-leadership of the CGS to develop a new multilingual access to geodata sources for Africa. 

Czech representatives play active role in the international consorcium GIC, took part in the EuroGeoSurveys activites and maintain the multilingual meta-information catalogue as one of One-Geology– Europe project products (http://www.one.geology.cz).

The remote sensing experts participate in two major international projects FP7- EO-MINERS: http://www.eo-miners.eu/, and EUFAR-DeMinTIR: http://www.remotesensing-geolog y.ic.cz / projects/demintir.html). 

The Czech Geological Survey has been involved in two bilateral projects with long-term effect in local development and capacity building in Mongolia and Ethiopia. Within the project AMIRA-WAXI West Africa Exploration Initiative the Czech economic geologists took part in evaluation of raw material potential of Western Africa. 

The Antarctic research continued through nationally funded mapping projects focused on 1:25000 topographical, geological and geomorphological mapping. Projects on the identification of sources of clastic material in the Kaoko belt, Namibia, and on the environmental assessment of Cu-Co districts in Zambia within the IGCP framework were launched. The PANGEO project focused on risk evaluation in 52 European megacities has been started under the 7th EU framework. The joint US-CZ initiative should indicate the influence of Middle Palaeozoic climatic variations to the marine biota evolution. The new bilateral cross-border German-Czech research is focused on the raw minerals potential in the border zone.
8. Main outreach activities, e.g. primary-secondary-tertiary education, community, media, etc.

Promotion

In 2012, the Academic “Week of Science” and public days in the Czech Academy of Science and the Czech Geological Survey were focused on shale gas future, CO2 deposition, and global changes. The painting exhibition “Gaia, my piece of land” continued by its sixth repetition, and the final award ceremony was another successful public event on the floor Prague Planetarium under auspices of the Czech Ministry of Environment.

The cooperation with the Prague Botanic and ZOO gardens continues through the cooperation with the CGS on the educational trail construction accross the excellent exposure of the discordance of Ordovician on the  Neoproterozoic basement in the Prague-Troja ZOO. 

The Geopark Concept in the Czech Republic

The geopark concept is still growing throughout the Czech territory. The Czech National Geopark Council was active, met two times in regions familiar with and active in the creation of geopark promotional tools. As the first grant system became active, four Czech geoparks thus reached the status of National Geopark:


Bohemian Paradise Geopark (Global Geopark Network member) 


GeoLoci in the Tachov part of the Bohemian-Bavarian Geopark


Egeria in the Karlovy Vary part of the Bohemian-Bavarian Leopard


Ore Mts. Geopark (Železné Hory) 

Other regions are interested to proceed with geopark concept and evaluation process. 

The web page supporting Czech geopark network www.narodnigeoparky.cz
is being linked to the CGS database of the geosites, so that the geoscientific information easily can reach wide regional target groups. 

9. 
Main publications (scientific, other)

The publications published by the Czech geological Survey are listed in a catalogue at http://obchod.geology.cz/katalog/.

Another publisher producing geoscientific books mostly for general public in the Czech republic is the "Akademia" publishing house. 

Scientific periodical magazines in the CZ with links if on-line:

Acta Geodynamica et Geomaterialia
Bulletin of Geosciences (ISI)
Geolines 
Geologické výzkumy na Moravě a ve Slezsku
Journal of Geosciences (ISI)

Journal of the Czech Geological Society
Journal of the National Museum (Časopis Národního Muzea)
Zprávy o geologických výzkumech (Geoscience Research Reports)
10.
Major initiatives currently underway

The newly established IAGETH association and its chairman dr. Vaclav Nemec are discussing a proposal to apply for membership in the IUGS. 

11.
Important activities of other geology-related academic organization(s)  (Geological Society, Geophysical/Geological Union, etc.)

Elections of CNGC members for the new period 2013–2016

The committee actually in charge will close the current functional period 2009–2012 at the end of 2012. Elections of CNGC members are being prepared for early spring 2013. The active election right is, according to the CNGC Statute, restricted by the membership in the Czech Geological Society only. A passive right is not defined in a similar way, so the candidates may recruit from a varied scale of experienced and respected geoscientists to reach a better representation of the whole spectrum of initiatives. 

As the Czech geoscientific community is relatively small, and number of different international bodies is comparable to other bigger states, we are ready to discuss new alternative ways for the CNGC re-constitution. 

These options include direct enrolment of the official heads of the established Czech geoscientific state organizations like faculties, academic institutes and other societies, or cooperation of several organizations to form one CNGC body complemented by elected executive board members, or re-distribution of some CNGC tasks between already appointed representatives of active organizations like Czech Geological Society, Czech Tectonic Group, special IUGS-related bodies like Czech stratigraphic commission and National committee for IGCP and coordinated by a narrow 3–5 member board.  

It is proposed that cooperation between scientific and applied branches of geology should be more actively involved in the CNGC work either directly by membership in the CNGC, or as invited occasional consultants. 

12. 
Activities/achievements reported or to be reported  in Episodes and/or in the IUGS website 
13.
Participation in IUGS bodies (commissions, etc.), programmes (e.g., IGCP) or joint-initiatives (e.g. geoparks, etc.), or other IUGS activities.

Activities related to IGCP 

Jan Pasava, the IGCP NC Chairman, took an active role not only in the preparation of the IGCP 40 UNIVERary publication published at the beginning of 2012, and also was proposed the candidate for the work in the IGCP Scientific Board. 

The Czech Republic continuously and actively participates in the IGCP programmes from 1972. 

Czech geoscientists participated in or coordinated (*) 9 IGCP projects in 2012: 
IGCP 540 – Gold-bearing hydrothermal fluids of orogenic deposits

Project Leaders: P. Garofalo (Italy), J.R.Ridley (USA), V. Prokofev (Russia)

Czech Representative: J. Zachariáš (zacharatur.cuni.cz)

*IGCP 575 - The Pennsylvanian terrestrial habitats and biotas in southeastern Europe and northern Asia Minor and their relation to tectonics and climate

Project Leaders: C. J. Cleal (UK), S. Opluštil (Czech Republic), I. van Waveren (Netherlands), M. E. Popa (Romania), B. A. Thomas (UK)
Czech representatives: S. Opluštil (oplustil@natur.cuni.cz)

*IGCP 580 - Application of magnetic susceptibility as a paleoclimatic proxy on Paleozoic sedimentary rocks and characterization of the magnetic signal 

Project Leaders: A-C. da Silva, M.T. Whalen, J. Hladil (Czech Republic), D. Chen, S. Spassov, F. Boulvain.

Czech representatives: J. Hladil (starting period hladil@gli.cas.cz), L. Koptíková     (continuing  period koptikova@gli.cas.cz). 

IGCP 591 – The early to middle Palaeozoic revolution

Project Leaders: Bradley D. Cramer (USA), Živile Žigaitè (Lithuania), Thijs R.A. Vanderbrouke (France), Kathleen Histon (Italy), Renbin Zhan (China), Guillermo L. Albanesi (Argentina), Michael J. Melchin (Canada), Mikael Calner (Sweden)
Czech representative: Š. Manda (stepan.manda@geology.cz)

*IGCP 594 - Impact of Mining to Environment in Africa

Project leaders: Bohdan Kříbek (Czech Republic), Ewa Cukrowska (South Africa), Benjamin Mapani (Namibia), Imasiku Nyambe (Zambia)

Czech representative: Bohdan Kříbek (bohdan.kribek@geology.cz)
IGCP 596 – Climate change and biodiversity patterns in the mid-Paleozoic 

Project Leaders: Peter Königshof (Germany), Thomas J. Suttner (Austria), Iliana A. Boncheva (Bulgaria), Nadezhda G. Izokh (Russian Federation), Phuong Ta Hoa (Viet Nam), Thasinee Charoentitirat (Thailand), Johny A. Waters (USA), Wolfgang Kiessling (Germany)

Czech representative: S. Vodrážková (stanislava.vodrazkova@geology.cz)
IGCP 597 -  Amalgamation and breakup Pangea: the type example of the supercontinent cycle
Project leaders: J. Brendan Murphy (Canada), J. Duncan Keppie (Mexico), Cecilio Quesada (Spain), Bill Collins (Australia) 

Czech representative: to be decided 

IGCP 598 – Environmental change and sustainability in karst systems

Project leaders: Zhang Cheng (China), Augusto Auler (Brazil), Jiang Yongjun (China), Martin Knez (Slovenia), Bartolome Andreo-Navarro (Spain), Yuan Daoxian (China), Chris Groves (USA)

Czech representative:  to be decided 

IGCP newly accepted – Continental construction in the Central Asian Orogenic Belt (the Altaids) compared to actualistic examples from the Western Pacific

Project leaders: Inna Safonova (Russia), Reimar Seltmann (Russia), Min Sun (HK China)

Czech representative: Karel Schulmann
The Czech Stratigraphic Commission

The Czech National Stratigraphic Commission after years of passivity renewed its activity. A new chairman was appointed, and the new Czech stratigraphic chart is before publication.

Czech members of international subcommissions for stratigraphy are: 


Carboniferous - Jiri kalvoda, Jiri Pesek


Devonian - Ladislav Slavik, Jiri Fryda, Jindrich Hladil, Petr Budil


Silurian - Petr Storch, Jiri Kriz


Cambrian - Oldrich Fatka (corresponding)

YES

The Young Earth Scientist (YES) Network was supported by the Czech member Mgr. Jakub Trubač. Ph.D, from the SGA student group.

14.
Activities related to the next IGC

15.
Suggestions for improving interaction between your organization and the IUGS EC

16 .
Suggestions for improvement of IUGS activities

Strategic focus of the CNGC 

The disproportion between an active European raw material politicy, the passive Czech state policy, and the generally decreasing ability to keep a standard academic level of knowledge in economic geology is still deepening. The topic will be rised during the second CNGC meeting in late November. The second topic proposed for discussion is the trend towards more applied and practical targets of geosciences, more ballanced progressive approaches to mining reclamation, new demands,  and effects to the Czech and European geoscientific community.¨¨

IGC2020 - Success of India

The worldwide focused effort of the Indian promotion team of the IGC2020 with support of the diplomatic apparatus and network has been awarded by the world community winning the right to organize this future top geoscientific meeting. In CZ it was an excellent moment for pinpointing the fact that the Earth sciences and their application to common policy are worthy such a strong political support not only on the top international scale, but also on the national level. Just a look back: The Czechoslovak congress IGC1998 was organized just after the Indian event in 1964.
17 .
Additional comments
The Czech community deeply appreciates an active role of past board of the IUGS and also a huge joined effort of organizers of the extremelly successfull International geological congress in Brisbane. 

We congratulate the newly elected board and the IUGS President Prof. Roland Oberhansli to his new and not easy role, and are looking forward to our cooperation.  
Prague, CZ

version November 16, 2012 
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