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1. Country/region 


Czech Republic

2. Name of Adhering Organization (IUGS National Committee if one exists):

Czech National Geological Committee (CNGC)

3. Name and address of person preparing report
Mgr. Veronika Štědrá, Ph.D.,

Chairman

Czech Geological Survey

Klarov 3, 118 21 Prague 1, CZ

veronika.stedra@geology.cz 

RNDr. Radek Mikuláš, CSc.

Secretary 

Geological Institute of Czech Academy of Science

Rozvojová 269, 165 00 Praha 6 - Lysolaje

mikulas@gli.cas.cz
4. Number of people on Committee (in group dealing with IUGS matters)




10

5. Number of meetings in 2011




 1

6. Major accomplishments of group in 2011

Main international activities in Czechia

In 2011, the Czech republic organized several important scientific meetings. A student scientific conference SGA was successfully held here, the Young Earth Scientist (YES) Network having been enrolled into its preparations. Another extraordinary meeting, the 9th International Eclogite Conference, was held in the Mariánské Lázně spa region. A summer highlight was the Goldschmidt Conference organized in Prague, and the geoscientific communities from Czechia, Slovakia, Poland, and other countries had an excellent chance to meet during the Common Conference of the Czech and Slovak geological societies in Monínec, Central Bohemia, in September.

Mgr. Jakub Trubač. Ph.D, from the SGA student group, was officially nominated by the CNGC and IGCP NC to the international network YES as the Czech national representative. 

Strategic focus 

The CNGC discussed a disproportion between an active European raw material politicy, a passive Czech state policy, and generally decreasing ability to keep a standard academic level of knowledge in economic geology. We are worried that there is a growing gap between the present day low potential in branches close to economic geology even at those Czech universities which were the specialized leaders in the past, and between expected future needs of our society. 

The increase of IF of Czech geoscientific journals  

It is highly appreciated that the geoscientific community proceeded with the two national journals – the Bulletin of Geosciences focused on sedimentology, and the Journal of Geosciences with the basement and hardrock-oriented preferency – which are slowly reaching better quality and higher international scientific appreciation. This is reflected by permanent increase of their IF and also WOS and ISI recognition. We are grateful to both editorial boards and all contributors for their excellent service to the geoscientific family.

The post-IYPE related Czech activities in 2011

In 2011, the Academic “Week of Science” and public days in the Czech Academy of Science and the Czech Geological Survey were motivated by Czech participation in the Antarctic research and global problems related to natural reserves available on the Earth. Ten topical IYPE posters again were a part of these promotional activities. 

The painting exhibition “Gaia, my piece of land” continued by its fifth repetition, and the final award ceremony was another successful public event on the floor of the Czech Ministry of Environment.

The cooperation with the Prague Botanic and ZOO gardens was proposed already at the beginning of the IYPE period. It included also the proposal to construct a special GeoTour showing the unique features of the Prague-Troja geotope. This GeoTour was prepared by the Prague Botanic Garden in cooperation with the private Geosvět Company and opened at the end of 2011.

PEI/ESFM heritage

The CNGC members discussed also how to meet with the proposal and kind offer of Eduardo de Mulder to become an active member of the “Earth Science Matters Foundation“. 

It was agreed that we are not able to constitute any new representation body. It could be the CNGC as the already established IUGS adhering member which will be the responsible leader of  activities towards the ESMF and, if this proposal will be accepted, also the coordinator of relevant activities and information. There should be better and closer cooperation between the Scientific Outreach Board of the Czech Academy of Science, the Czech National Geopark Council, and also the Czech UNESCO Commission.

It was pinpointed that any ESFM activity should stem from real needs of our society, parallel to and in synergy with slowly rising general understanding of global problems and Earth´s limits. An example of this growing hunger for geoinformation is the general wide acceptance of the geopark concept, and also slowly rising demand for geoscientific expertise and leadership in specific fields of our life (shale gas, soil, water, energy, pollution…). 
The Geopark Concept in the Czech Republic

The geopark concept became widely accepted throughout the Czech territory. The Czech National Geopark Council was active, met two times in regions familiar with and active in the creation of geopark promotional tools. One of the most important actions was allocation of budget: the geopark concept was enrolled into the list of grant topics supported by the Czech Ministry of Environments, and three Czech geoparks thus reached the financial aid for their development. 

The Council accepted two applicant regions into the five-year preparatory period (the Vysočina and Blaník regions), and two newly formed geopark candidates have already proven their sustainable practice and experience with geological heritage and its presentation to the public. They were recommended by the Czech National Geopark Council for the National Geopark Certification to the Czech Minister of Environments. These two approved regions are “GeoLoci” – the Tachov part of the Czech-Bavarian GP in western Bohemia, and the Železné Hory Geopark in eastern Bohemia. 

The web page supporting Czech geopark network www.geology.cz/narodnigeoparky was created and its Czech version was launched on by the CGS. 

Numerous other regions are developing their own policy to meet with general geotouristic and management principles of the geopark concept (Krkonoše Mts., Labe sandstones, Jeseníky Mts., Broumov area, Joachim Barrande GP). The bilateral Czech-Polish project “Geostrada Sudetska” is reaching its final stage with most of its targets fullfilled. 

The Czech UNESCO category geopark Czech Paradise together with CGS organized the Information meeting for local policy makers. This meeting ended up with an unforeseen success as all local representatives have accepted the invitation and took their part in. They appreciated most pieces of the information on local geoheritage treasures given in their historical and present-day context, and examined their possible impact to the life in the cadastres under their responsibility.   

Activities related to IGCP

The Czech Republic continuously and actively participates in the IGCP programmes from 1972. 

The Czech geoscientists participated in or coordinated (*) 6 IGCP projects in 2011: 

IGCP 540 - Gold and flincs

Project leaders: Paolo S. Garofalo (Italy), John R. Ridley (USA), Vsevolod Prokof'ev (Russia)

Czech representative: J. Zachariáš (zachar@natur.cuni.cz)

*IGCP 575 - The Pennsylvanian terrestrial habitats and biotas in southeastern Europe and northern Asia Minor and their relation to tectonics and climate

Project Leaders: C. J. Cleal (UK), S. Opluštil (Czech Republic), I. van Waveren (Netherlands), M. E. Popa (Romania), B. A. Thomas (UK)

Czech representatives: S. Opluštil (oplustil@natur.cuni.cz)

*IGCP 580 - Application of magnetic susceptibility as a paleoclimatic proxy on Paleozoic sedimentary rocks and characterization of the magnetic signal 

Project Leaders: A-C. da Silva, M.T. Whalen, J. Hladil (Czech Republic), D. Chen, S. Spassov, F. Boulvain.

Czech representatives: J. Hladil (starting period hladil@gli.cas.cz), L. Koptíková (continuing period koptikova@gli.cas.cz). 

IGCP 591 – The early to middle Palaeozoic revolution

Project Leaders: Bradley D. Cramer (USA), Živile Žigaitè (Lithuania), Thijs R.A. Vanderbrouke (France), Kathleen Histon (Italy), Renbin Zhan (China), Guillermo L. Albanesi (Argentina), Michael J. Melchin (Canada), Mikael Calner (Sweden)
Czech representative: Š. Manda (stepan.manda@geology.cz)

*IGCP 594 – Impact of mining to environment in Africa

Project leaders: B. Kříbek (CZ), E. Cukrowska (SA), B. Mapani (Namibia), Imasiku Nyambe (Zambia)  

Czech representative: B. Kříbek (bohdan.kribek@geology.cz)
IGCP 596 – Climate change and biodiversity patterns in the mid-Palaeozoic

Project Leaders: Peter Königshof (Germany), Thomas J. Suttner (Austria), Iliana A. Boncheva (Bulgaria), Nadezhda G. Izokh (Russian Federation), Phuong Ta Hoa (Viet Nam), Thasinee Charoentitirat (Thailand), Johny A. Waters (USA), Wolfgang Kiessling (Germany)

Czech representative: S. Vodrážková (stanislava.vodrazkova@geology.cz)
Other international activities

Czech Geological Survey participated in the Antarctic Programme.

The project under the GEOSS framework continued in the CGS, mostly processing new geochemical, socio-economic and remote sensing data from African and Bohemian territories.

There is the International Speleological Conference in preparation in the Czech Republic for 2012.

Comments

The election for the CNGC for the period 2013–2016 will be arranged at the end of the year 2012. It is proposed that representatives of applied branches of geology should be more actively involved in the CNGC work either directly, or as guests or consultants. 

The election system is, according to the CNGC Statute, based on the membership in the Czech Geological Society only. This principle should be re-considered in order to enlarge both the groups of candidates and electors from a wider and more representative spectrum of organizations forming the Czech geoscientific community. 

Prague, CZ

draft January 8, 2012 

approved April 12, 2012






http://www.geology.cz/cngk

4 

[image: image1.png]