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1. Country/region 


Czech Republic

2. Name of Adhering Organization (IUGS National Committee if one exists):

Czech National Geological Committee (CNGC)

3. Name and address of person preparing report
Mgr. Veronika Stedra, Ph.D.,

Chairman, and IYPE-CZ coordinator

Czech Geological Survey

Klarov 3, 118 21 Prague 1,

veronika.stedra@geology.cz
RNDr. Radek Mikuláš, CSc.

Secretary 

Geological Institute of Czech Academy of Science

Rozvojová 269, 165 00 Praha 6 - Lysolaje

mikulas@gli.cas.cz

4. Number of people on Committee (in group dealing with IUGS matters)




10

5. Number of meetings in 2009




 2

6. Major accomplishments of group in 2009

IUGS and UNESCO activities

Dr. Babuška, the former chairman, finished his work for the CNGC after two function periods, with high appreciation of his activites promoting the Czech geoscientific community abroad.

The Committee has been actively involved in the IYPE-CZ programme. The group was represented in several IYPE NC´s meetings held during the triennium. The main coordinator of the National Committee IYPE CZ and the former CNGC secretary, Veronika Stedra, became the leader of the CNGC for the next period 2009-2012.

The examples of the IYPE-CZ events and activities in 2009: 

Following the programme outline from 2006 we proceeded with the pilot projects during 2009. - 
The travelling exhibition "The Planet Earth Powerful and Vulnerable" opened in the Academy of Science of the Czech Republic, continued through installations in several towns within the country (Turnov, Liberec, Semily, Jindřichův Hradec).
Ten promotional posters corresponding to the ten IYPE topics created in 2007 to serve universal purposes of IYPE-CZ (travelling exhibition, web page, educational outputs, regional thematic presentations and events) have been widely used for various educational purposes on request.

The active web page www.rokplanetyzeme.cz hosted by CGS server www.geology.cz served to the outreach IYPE purposes during the whole triennium. The last IYPE year also carried the third year of the painting contest "Gaia, my piece of land", which became a popular kid event. Geoparks and local groups followed the IYPE through geo-tourism and exhibitions. The Week of Science (November 2009) outlined the topics of IYPE-CZ from the last year. A number of popular geological books ascribed to IYPE were published. 

There was no external financing of the IYPE-CZ activities in 2009; the work has been voluntary-based or supported by the means of "staff time" by geoscientific organizations, namely by the Czech Geological Survey.
The coordinator took part in the final IYPE meeting in Lisbon. A large national geological exhibition “The Story of the Planet Earth” was prepared by the National Museum in cooperation with the IYPE-CZ and opened on September 29, 2009, as a highlight of the IYPE-CZ. The Czech NC met and closed the national IYPE period in December.

 

Activities related to IGCP
IGCP projects with project leaders from the Czech Republic:
Project #497 - The Rheic Ocean: Its Origin, Evolution and Correlatives

Project Leaders: U. Linnemann  (Germany), R. D. Nance (USA), M. de Wit (South Africa), E. Bozkurt (Turkey), P. Kraft (Czech Republic), F. Pereira (Portugal), R. A. Strachan (UK), Czech Representative:  P. Kraft. This projects was successfully launched and completed by representative publication (Linnemann et al., eds., 2009)
IGCP #580 - Application of magnetic susceptibility as a paleoclimatic proxy on Paleozoic sedimentary rocks and characterization of the magnetic signal. Project Leaders: A-C. da Silva, M.T. Whalen, J. Hladil (Czech Republic), D. Chen, S. Spassov, F. Boulvain. Czech representatives: J. Hladil, L. Koptíková     

IGCP projects with active working groups in the Czech Republic:
Project #499 – Evolution of Ecosystems and Climate in the Devonian. Project Leaders: P. Konigshof (Germany), J. Lazauskiene (Lithuania), E. Schindler (Germany), V. Wilde (Germany), N. Yalcin (Turkey). Czech Correspondent: O. Fatka

Project #503 – Ordovician Palaeogeography and Palaeoclimate. Project Leaders: T. Servais (France), D.A.T. Harper (Denm. ark), J. Li (China), A. Munnecke (Germany), W. Owen (U.K.), P.M. Sheehan (USA). Czech Representative: O.Fatka

Project #506 – Marine and non-marine Jurassic. Project Leaders: J. Sha, N. Morton, G. Pienkowski, W. Wimbledon, Y. Wang.  Czech Representative: P. Skupien
Generous donations, which enabled to offer 10 grants in the total amount of 190 000,- CZK (equivalent of about 7,300 EUR) was kindly provided by the several sponsors of the Czech IGCP National Committee. The complete annual report submitted to the IGCP board and the activity outline is available on the web page http://www.gli.cas.cz/igcp/.
Geoparks

The „Bohemian Paradise“, a chiefly Cretaceous sandstone-landscape area in northern Bohemia, the European UNESCO Geopark, successfully passed through validation of its membership in the UNESCO global network of geoparks. Nomination of the cross-border „Czech - Bavarian Geopark“ to the national status in the first round was transformed into two national geoparks nominations. These two geoparks (Egera and GeoLoci) now are in the process of application for the national status separately. A preliminary proposal for the Štramberk geopark in North Moravia has been officially discussed.

Other international activities
Czech Geological Survey participated in the Antarctic Programme, in projects of development aid for developing countries like Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Mongolia, Iran, and in Peru. The CGS took an active part in the "One Geology" project of the BGS.

7. Major activities related to IUGS in 2009

There is a new board of the CNGC after elections in 2009, with dr. Štědrá as the chairman, dr. Bábek as deputy and dr. Mikuláš as secretary; for the new list of CNGC member list please see the attachment. The Czech National Geological Committee acquired a higher status of the IUGS membership.

8. Comments   







-

The CNGC is ready to undertake the role and achievements of the IYPE Czech national committee activities. The IYPE CZ NC will resign as a body simultaneously with the international IYPE board in June 2010. We support the proposal to discuss more than one possible ways of global continuation of the IYPE concept.  

We are grateful to Dr. John W. Hess from GSA for his kind assistance to the Czech IYPE poster, presented in the “IYPE” section within the frame of the AGU Fall Meeting in San Francisco 2009, CA.

The coordinator took part in the final IYPE meeting in Lisbon, and would like to thank very much the organizers for their excellent work. It was a honor to take part in the meetings and in the programme of IYPE  as a whole. 

In the Czech Republic, in spite of lack of funds, the IYPE helped to transform minds of scientific community towards more active outreach effort. It certainly re-inforced the “forgotten” Earth materials and Earth sciences to proceed forward among the hottest environmental and sustainability topics. We were happy to be involved in this great programme, to follow the ideas promoted by Petr Jakes from Prague when IYPE was to be born, and we thank for all that to IYPE board and namely to Eduardo de Mulder.  
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